
A Comprehensive History of London's Iconic
Buses: From Horse-Drawn Carriages to
Modern E-Mobility
London's buses are as iconic as the city itself. They've been a vital part of
the city's transport network for over 200 years, and they've played a key
role in its history and development.

The first buses in London were horse-drawn carriages, which began
operating in the early 19th century. These early buses were slow and
uncomfortable, but they were still a popular way to get around the city. As
London grew and expanded, the demand for bus services increased, and in
the late 19th century, the first motor buses were introduced. These early
motor buses were much faster and more efficient than horse-drawn
carriages, and they quickly became the preferred mode of bus transport.

In the early 20th century, London's buses were operated by a variety of
private companies. This led to a great deal of competition between the
different companies, and as a result, fares were kept low. However, in
1933, the London Passenger Transport Board (LPTB) was created, and all
of the private bus companies in London were merged into a single
organization. The LPTB was responsible for the operation of all of London's
buses, and it also introduced a number of new and innovative bus services.
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Following the Second World War, the LPTB was broken up, and London's
buses were once again operated by a variety of private companies.
However, in the 1970s, the Greater London Council (GLC) was created,
and it took over the responsibility for the operation of London's buses. The
GLC introduced a number of new and innovative bus services, and it also
invested in the modernization of the bus fleet.

In the 1980s, the GLC was abolished, and the responsibility for the
operation of London's buses was transferred to the London Buses Limited
(LBL). The LBL was a privatized company, and it introduced a number of
changes to the bus network. These changes included the of new bus
routes, the closure of other bus routes, and the of new fares.

In the 1990s, the LBL was sold to a consortium of companies, and it was
renamed Transport for London (TfL). TfL is responsible for the operation of
all of London's buses, and it has introduced a number of new and
innovative bus services. These services include the of new bus routes, the
closure of other bus routes, and the of new fares.
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Today, London's buses are a vital part of the city's transport network. They
provide a reliable, affordable, and efficient way to get around the city.
London's buses are also a symbol of the city's history and development.

The history of London's buses can be divided into four main periods:

The horse-drawn era (1829-1905)

The early motor bus era (1906-1933)

The London Transport era (1933-1970)

The modern era (1970-present)

During the horse-drawn era, London's buses were slow and uncomfortable,
but they were still a popular way to get around the city. The first motor
buses were introduced in the late 19th century, and they quickly became
the preferred mode of bus transport. The London Transport era saw the of
a number of new and innovative bus services, as well as the modernization
of the bus fleet. The modern era has seen the continued of new and
innovative bus services, as well as the development of new technologies,
such as electric buses.

The future of London's buses is bright. TfL is committed to providing
Londoners with a reliable, affordable, and efficient bus service. TfL is also
investing in new technologies, such as electric buses, to reduce the
environmental impact of buses.

In the years to come, London's buses will continue to play a vital role in the
city's transport network. They will provide Londoners with a safe,



affordable, and efficient way to get around the city, and they will continue to
be a symbol of London's history and development.

London's buses are a vital part of the city's transport network. They provide
a reliable, affordable, and efficient way to get around the city. London's
buses are also a symbol of the city's history and development. As London
continues to grow and develop, its buses will continue to play a vital role in
the city's transport network.
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