
ABC of Cruise Terms: The Ultimate Guide for
Navigating the World of Cruising
Setting sail on a cruise is an adventure like no other, but navigating the
world of cruising can be a bewildering experience for first-timers. From aft
to bow, and from cabins to decks, the language of cruising is filled with
unique terms that may leave you feeling a bit lost.
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Fear not, intrepid traveler! This comprehensive ABC of Cruise Terms will
serve as your trusty companion, unlocking the secrets of cruising and
enabling you to communicate with fellow passengers and crew like a
seasoned seafarer.

A to Z of Cruise Terms

A

Aft: The rear section of the ship
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Allure: A vast, open-air promenade deck encircling the ship

Amenities: The facilities and services available on board, such as
dining, entertainment, and recreation

B

Balcony cabin: A cabin with an outdoor balcony or veranda

Berth: A bed on board, which can be either a single bed or a shareable
bed

Bow: The front section of the ship

C

Cabin: A room on board where passengers sleep and store their
belongings

Capacity: The maximum number of passengers a cruise ship can
carry

Concierge: A staff member who provides assistance and information
to passengers

D

Deck: A level or floor on a cruise ship

Departure lounge: The area where passengers wait before boarding
the ship

Dining room: A room where passengers eat meals

E



Embarkation: The process of boarding the ship

Excursion: A trip or activity organized by the cruise line for
passengers to explore the destinations visited

F

Funnel: The tall, smokestack-like structure on the ship through which
exhaust gases are released

G

Gangplank: The ramp or walkway used to board and disembark the
ship

H

Helm: The steering wheel or control system used to navigate the ship

I

Itinerary: The planned route and schedule of the cruise

J

Junior suite: A cabin that is larger than a standard cabin and often
includes additional amenities

K

Knot: A nautical unit of speed, equivalent to one nautical mile per hour

L



Lounge: A public area where passengers can relax, socialize, or enjoy
entertainment

M

Muster station: A designated location where passengers must gather
in the event of an emergency

N

Nautical mile: A unit of distance used in navigation, equivalent to
approximately 1.85 kilometers

O

Onboard credit: A credit or voucher that passengers can use to Free
Download items or services on board

P

Passenger deck: A deck where passenger cabins and public areas
are located

Pool deck: A deck where passengers can enjoy swimming,
sunbathing, and other poolside activities

Port: A side or side of the ship, also used to refer to a destination
where the ship docks

Q

Quartermaster: A crew member responsible for navigating the ship
using charts and instruments



R

Reception: The main information and guest service desk on board

Registry: The country where the ship is registered and flies its flag

S

Shore excursion: See excursion

Spa: An area on board offering massage, beauty treatments, and other
wellness services

Stateroom: Another term for cabin

T

Tender: A smaller boat used to transport passengers between the ship
and the shore

Tonnage: A measure of the weight or volume of a ship

U

Ultra all-inclusive: A type of cruise package that includes all meals,
drinks, and most activities without additional charges

V

Veranda: An outdoor space or balcony attached to a cabin

W

Wake: The waves created by the ship as it moves through the water

X



X-ray: A medical imaging technique used in the ship's medical center

Y

Yacht club: A private area on board reserved for passengers in higher-
end cabins or suites

Z

Zodiac: A type of inflatable boat used for shore excursions

Now that you're armed with this comprehensive guide to cruise terms,
you're ready to embark on your voyage with confidence. Whether you're a
seasoned sailor or a first-time cruiser, this glossary will help you navigate
the world of cruising and make the most of your unforgettable adventure at
sea.
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Illustrated By Arthur Rackham
A Journey Through the Enchanted Gardens of Childhood In the tapestry
of childhood memories, the enchanting melodies and whimsical tales of
Mother Goose hold a cherished...

Unleash the Power of Imagination: Exploring
the Enchanting World of Dogrun, by Arthur
Nersesian
A Literary Adventure into the Realm of Dreams In the realm of literary
imagination, where dreams take flight and the impossible becomes...
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