Derek Jacobi on Malvolio: A Master of the
Dark Arts

By: John Keats

Derek Jacobi is one of the most acclaimed actors of our time. He has won
numerous awards, including an Academy Award, a BAFTA Award, and an
Olivier Award. He is also a Commander of the Free Download of the British
Empire (CBE).

In his latest book, Derek Jacobi on Malvolio, Jacobi takes on one of
Shakespeare's most enigmatic characters: Malvolio. Malvolio is the
puritanical steward of Olivia's household in Twelfth Night. He is a
pompous, self-righteous man who is constantly trying to impose his own
moral code on others. However, Malvolio is also a deeply insecure man
who is desperate for love and acceptance.
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Jacobi's performance as Malvolio is a tour de force. He captures the
character's complexity and contradictions with astonishing skill. Jacobi's
Malvolio is both pitiable and loathsome, and he is ultimately a tragic figure.

In Derek Jacobi on Malvolio, Jacobi delves into the character's psyche,
exploring his motivations and his relationships with the other characters in
Twelfth Night. Jacobi also provides a detailed account of his own
experience playing Malvolio, offering insights into the challenges and
rewards of bringing such a complex character to life.

Derek Jacobi on Malvolio is a must-read for anyone interested in
Shakespeare, acting, or character analysis. Jacobi's insights into Malvolio
are both fascinating and illuminating, and his performance of the character
is simply unforgettable.

Malvolio is a complex and contradictory character. He is a puritanical
steward who is constantly trying to impose his own moral code on others.
However, he is also a deeply insecure man who is desperate for love and
acceptance.

Jacobi's performance of Malvolio captures this complexity perfectly. He
shows us a man who is both pitiable and loathsome. Malvolio is a victim of
his own self-righteousness, but he is also a man who is capable of great
cruelty.

Jacobi's analysis of Malvolio's character is both insightful and
compassionate. He understands Malvolio's motivations and his pain, but he
also acknowledges his flaws. Jacobi's Malvolio is a fully realized human
being, and his performance is a testament to his skill as an actor.



In Derek Jacobi on Malvolio, Jacobi provides a detailed account of his
own experience playing the character. He discusses the challenges of
bringing such a complex character to life, and he offers insights into the
choices he made as an actor.

Jacobi's account of his experience playing Malvolio is fascinating reading
for anyone interested in acting. He provides a wealth of practical advice
and insights into the creative process. Jacobi's passion for the character is
evident on every page, and his enthusiasm is infectious.

Derek Jacobi on Malvolio is a must-read for anyone interested in
Shakespeare, acting, or character analysis. Jacobi's insights into Malvolio
are both fascinating and illuminating, and his performance of the character
is simply unforgettable.

Whether you are a seasoned Shakespearean scholar or a newcomer to the
Bard's work, Derek Jacobi on Malvolio is a book that you will not want to
miss. Jacobi's insights into Malvolio and his own experience playing the
character are invaluable, and his passion for Shakespeare is contagious.
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