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Embark on a captivating journey into the intriguing world of place names in
South Devon, England, with the captivating book "South Devon Place
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Names" by Anthony Poulton Smith. This comprehensive and engaging
tome delves into the rich history, diverse origins, and hidden meanings
behind the names of towns, villages, rivers, and landmarks that make up
this enchanting region.
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A Tapestry of Linguistic Heritage

South Devon Place Names unveils the profound influence of multiple
linguistic traditions on the region's place names. From ancient Celtic roots
to Roman, Saxon, and Norman contributions, each name bears witness to
the diverse cultures and settlements that have shaped South Devon
throughout history.

Celtic influences are particularly evident in names like Dartmoor, a remnant
of the Brittonic language spoken by the indigenous Celtic tribes. The river
Dart itself derives its name from the Celtic word "dwr," meaning water,
reflecting its vital role in the region's landscape.
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Roman legions left their mark on South Devon with names like Exeter,
derived from the Latin "Exanceaster," and Topsham, from "Topesham,"
indicating a Roman settlement near the River Exe.

Saxon settlers brought their own linguistic legacy, as seen in names like
Plymouth, from the Old English "Plym" (meaning river) and "mouth"
(estuary). The town of Tavistock, once a monastery founded by Saxon
monks, bears a name derived from the Old English "Tama," meaning the
River Tavy, and "stock," referring to the monastic settlement.

Norman Connections and Ecclesiastical Influences

The Norman Conquest of 1066 brought further linguistic influences to
South Devon. Towns like Totnes, from the Norman French "tot" (hill) and
"nes" (headland),and Dartmouth, from "Dart" (river) and "mouth"
(estuary),reflect the Norman presence in the region.

The spread of Christianity also played a significant role in shaping South
Devon's place names. Names like Buckfastleigh, from the Old English
"bucca" (buck) and "fast" (stronghold),and Buckland, from "bucca" (buck)
and "land" (clearing),hint at the existence of deer parks owned by religious
establishments in the area.

The influence of saints is also evident in place names like St. Marychurch,
named after the dedication of a local church to the Virgin Mary, and St.
Budeaux, believed to be named after a Celtic saint named Budoc.

Unveiling the Secrets of Devon's Landscape

South Devon Place Names not only explores the linguistic origins of place
names but also sheds light on the region's diverse geography and natural



features. Names like Torquay, from the Celtic "tor" (hill) and "quay"
(wharf),and Exmouth, from the Old English "Exe" (river) and "mouth"
(estuary),paint a vivid picture of the region's coastal landscape.

The influence of rivers is evident in names like Teignmouth, at the mouth of
the River Teign, and Bovey Tracey, named after the River Bovey that flows
through the town. Dartmoor's rugged terrain is reflected in names like Hay
Tor, from the Old English "hæg" (enclosure) and "tor" (hill),and Widecombe-
in-the-Moor, from the Old English "wic" (dwelling) and "cumb" (valley).

Beyond the Surface: Hidden Meanings and Folktales

Delving deeper into South Devon Place Names, readers will discover the
fascinating stories and legends that lie hidden within the region's place
names. Some names, like Lustleigh, derive from the Old English "lust"
(pleasure) and "leigh" (clearing),evoking a sense of tranquility and beauty.

Other names, like Ugborough, from the Old English "ugh" (terrible) and
"burh" (fortified place),hint at a darker past, possibly referring to a battle or
a raid that occurred in the area.

Folktales and local traditions have also shaped South Devon's place
names. The name Slapton, for example, is believed to derive from a legend
about a giant named Slapton who was defeated by a local hero.

A Treasure Trove of Local History and Culture

South Devon Place Names is more than just a book about place names; it
is a captivating exploration of the rich history, diverse cultures, and
captivating stories that have shaped South Devon. Each name, whether



ancient or modern, tells a tale of the people, events, and landscapes that
have left an enduring mark on this enchanting region.

For anyone interested in local history, language, or simply the beauty and
intrigue of South Devon, this book is an invaluable resource. It is a treasure
trove of knowledge that will enrich your understanding and appreciation of
this remarkable part of England.

Free Download Your Copy Today and Embark on a Fascinating
Journey

Don't miss this opportunity to delve into the fascinating world of South
Devon Place Names. Free Download your copy today and embark on a
captivating journey through the history, culture, and landscapes of this
enchanting region.

Available in bookstores and online retailers worldwide.
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