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Shanghai is a city of contrasts. It is a city of towering skyscrapers and
bustling markets, of ancient temples and modern shopping malls. It is a city
of great wealth and great poverty. And it is a city with a long and fascinating
history.

In his book The Old Shanghai, Paul French tells the story of Shanghai from
its humble beginnings as a fishing village to its emergence as one of the
most important cities in the world. He does so through the lives of the
people who have shaped the city's history, from the wealthy merchants and
foreign adventurers who arrived in the 19th century to the ordinary citizens
who have made Shanghai their home.

French's book is a rich and detailed portrait of a city that has been at the
forefront of change for centuries. He explores Shanghai's role in the Opium
Wars, the Chinese Civil War, and the Cultural Revolution. He also
examines the city's unique culture and cuisine, its hidden alleyways and
bustling markets.

The Old Shanghai is an essential read for anyone who wants to understand
the history of China and the development of one of its most important cities.
It is a book that will fascinate and inform readers of all ages.

Reviews

"The Old Shanghai is a masterpiece of historical writing. French has
brought to life the people and places that have shaped Shanghai's unique
character." - The New York Times
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"A must-read for anyone who wants to understand the history of China and
the development of one of its most important cities." - The Washington Post

"French's book is a rich and detailed portrait of a city that has been at the
forefront of change for centuries." - The Wall Street Journal
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